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The incidence of deep venous thrombosis was compared between patients with head and neck cancer
and a random population of 4200 patients admitted to the same hospital. Only patients receiving AC for
less than 5 months were included in the study. Only patients who received low-dose heparin (LH) were

included in the study. During the first 5 months of AC, 26 (2.1%) of 1258 head and neck cancer
patients had an acute deep venous thrombosis (median time from diagnosis until thrombosis was 4.6
days). In the overall population, 49 acute deep venous thromboses were diagnosed (incidence rate:

1.5%), resulting in an in-hospital mortality of 9.1%. Among patients with head and neck cancer, only
three cases of deep venous thrombosis were diagnosed (incidence rate: 0.3%), with a lower thrombosis-
related mortality rate (3.1%). The risk of developing an acute deep venous thrombosis during the first 5

months of AC was 2.6 times higher in the head and neck cancer population than in the overall
population (RR = 2.6; 95% confidence interval [CI], 1.8-3.7). In this retrospective analysis, patients
with head and neck cancer were at a lower risk of developing deep venous thrombosis in the first 5
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