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uptick in sales. However, the move is
no doubt due to the strength of the

Australian dollar, which is currently
trading at around 98c, compared to an
average of US75c and has more than

halved since it hit US$1.07 in
mid-2008. The company's business is

still robust, however, and the share
price has doubled in the last year. The

Sydney-based company produced
23.4 per cent of its 2011 total

production costs in the USA, and 75.4
per cent at its China production
facility. Hercules said its latest

quarterly results, which include its
23.4 per cent profit rise for the first
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half of the financial year, were
affected by the strong Australian
dollar. Each day, most of us are

bombarded with messages - all calling
to us to make a decision. In the search
for gold in the streets of El Segundo,
the Los Angeles Police Department is

headed by new chief Charlie Beck.
The Police Department was one of
the most stubborn, dogmatic and

reticent police departments, the most
like a fire department than a police
department that resists change. But
the new chief has made a priority of

upgrading the department,
accelerating the hiring of new
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