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the civil war was one of the most brutal in the
history of modern asia. the violence began in

1983, when the military government of president j.
r. jayawardene began to crack down on dissent in
sri lanka, including the independence movement

led by the liberation tigers of tamil eelam (ltte). by
the mid-1980s, the government launched its first

major offensive against ltte. the government
initially began targeting the tamil population within

the country but soon expanded its attacks to
include tamil civilians in neighbouring countries. in
1984, ltte assassinated the president, triggering a

new armed conflict between the two parties.
initially, the government enjoyed a strong military
advantage, but in 1988 the government and ltte

signed a ceasefire agreement. however, the
ceasefire broke down in 1991, and fighting

resumed. the government began a series of moves
to retake control of the tamil-populated east of the
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country, including the use of heavy artillery, the
use of cluster bombs, and air strikes. the sri lankan

government is highly unlikely to be successful in
its effort to achieve a final solution in the civil war,

which will most likely continue for decades. sri
lanka is now facing a widespread sense of
uncertainty and instability, which has been

heightened by the worsening economic conditions
and the rising crime rates. in the early part of the

20th century, there were many different ideas
about where to put things, including where to put
the people. the ancients had different ideas about
where the good people went. one of the ancient
peoples of india was the ganga kingdom, which

was the largest state during the maurya empire. it
flourished from around the third century bc to the
eighth century ad. the state had a different idea

about where the good people went. the indus
valley civilization was the first great civilization of
the world. it flourished during the third millennium
bc to the second millennium bc. it is famous for the

large and intricate indus valley cities of harappa
and mohenjo-daro. it is a fascinating era. the

people of this era were very industrious. the whole
world was connected with the things they made.
they made metal and stone implements, tools,
cooking pots, and weapons. they had their own
music and dance. but all these people were, like
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us, just people and they had their own ideas about
where to put things. this might have been the first

time the world was connected by a network of
roads, and so they could travel from one town to

another. for some people, it is like what the
internet is for us now. the indus cities were

connected with each other. so they could trade
with each other. so the world became a much

smaller place. other people, like the people of the
south and west of the ganga kingdom, had
different ideas. in india, there were many

kingdoms. in south india, there was a kingdom
called the tamil country. the tamil kings built many

great cities, like madurai. they made a lot of
beautiful things. they were very clever. they had a
different idea about where to put things. this was
the time when the great tamil people were ruled
by a king called the cholas. they ruled for more
than a thousand years. cholas were very clever
and wise. they built many things and they were
very clever. they had their own ideas. they were

good, but they had their own ideas. they believed
in the sun. they believed in the moon. they

believed in the stars. they had their own ideas
about where to put things. the cholas were almost
like us. cholas had their own ideas. and they had

many inventions.
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in the 1970s, the civil war between the sri lankan
military and the liberation tigers of tamil eelam

(ltte) resulted in a declaration of a state of
emergency, three years of martial law, and heavy
restrictions on civil rights. the fighting between the

military and tamil separatists was particularly
intense in the final years of the conflict, with heavy
fighting in the north in the summer of 1983. by the
end of the war, the army had conquered all but a

small area in the north-east. the war ended in may
2009, when the ltte surrendered unconditionally

after suffering a rout in the battle of mullaitivu. in
the end, the civil war claimed the lives of an

estimated 100,000 people. the end of the war was
not without controversy, as the un human rights
council found that the sri lankan military violated
human rights during the conflict. the first round of
violence occurred in early 1983. in may, 1983, a
bomb exploded in an apartment belonging to a

family that supported the tamil tigers. the
apartment housed senior politicians as well as
nearly 100 children. more than 100 died in the

blast, as well as a number of bystanders who had
gathered to try and assist the children in the
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building. the government characterized the attack
as a suicide bombing, which was immediately

followed by the assassination of another senior
tamil politician on 21 may. violence continued to

escalate, and the sri lankan government
responded with excessive force. according to a
human rights watch report, sri lankan security

forces killed more than 7,000 civilians, including
more than 1,000 children, during the course of the
insurrection. while several politicians and activists

were assassinated, the tigers also targeted
civilians. thousands of civilians, including many

members of the minority tamils and muslims, were
killed during the civil war. human rights watch

noted that the government did not have to account
for the deaths of civilians on its own side.
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